
 
 

Forthcoming Events and Information 
 

OPEN DAY – SUNDAY 17th July 2022 
The Open Day is an event we hold every year to celebrate our achievements as allotmenteers and 

reward the winners of the Best Plot competition. It is a great opportunity for us to share with family, 

friends and the community what having an allotment is all about and allow the visitors to see for 

themselves what goes on.  

We also use the opportunity to make it a very social occasion and offer refreshments in the form of 

tea, coffee, cold drinks and lots of cake! There will also be a book stall, a raffle and second-hand 

tools for sale. We are only able to accept cash payments, so please make sure you have visited the 

cash machine before you come! 

The event will open at 1pm and the presentation of the Best Plot winners will be made at 3:30pm. 

We will of course, be asking visitors to vote for their own favourite plot again this year and the 

winner will also be announced at the same time. We will pack everything away at 5 o’clock.  

How can I help? 

Of course, none of this would be possible without the help of you the members and plot holders. 

There are many ways in which you can help, even if you are unable to come along on the day.  

Firstly, we need donations for the book stall, raffle prizes (preferably in advance) and cakes on the 

day. If you are able to provide any of these items, please liaise with one of the committee members 

(a list of who we are, is on both notice boards), or email Dawn at treasurer@hawkinge-

allotments.org.uk We will of course need helpers on the day to man the kitchen, stalls and car park. 

If you can spare an hour or two on the day, please also notify Dawn. 

Secondly, we will be having two mornings of Working Parties, Saturday 2nd July and Sunday 10th July, 

from 10am until midday on both days. The purpose of these two mornings is to tidy up the site to 

ensure it is looking its best for the Open Day. We will be trimming hedges etc and generally working 

on the communal areas to ensure they are tidy and safe for visitors and members to use. 

Refreshments will be available for the volunteers at the end of the morning. Please arrive at 10:00 

and check in with Chris for jobs to be allocated. 

Best Plot 

A reminder that the judging for the Best Plot competitions will be taking place at the end of this 

month, so if you want to be in with a chance of a prize, then make sure your plot is looking pristine 

and meets the criteria laid down in the guidelines, which can be found on our website. 

www.hawkinge-allotments.org.uk 

http://www.hawkinge-allotments.org.uk/


 
 

GENERAL REMINDERS 
It is particularly important at this time of the years that all plot holders keep their plots and borders 

well maintained as weeds and grass grow at an amazing rate once the warmer weather comes.  

If borders are not properly maintained they can easily become very over grown. This not only upsets 

your neighbouring plot holders but also makes access to the communal paths difficult and, in some 

cases, impossible for the mowers to get through. Please note that we ask plot holders to maintain 

not only their immediate boundaries but also the site boundary adjacent to their plot. e.g. both sides 

of the path. 

A good example of how a border should look is here:-  

 

 

 



 
 
A not so good example is here:- 

 

Please make sure your border is not growing over into the communal footpaths as in this photo. 

Dogs 

We would also like to remind members that if they bring their dog onto the site, it is kept on a lead. 

This ensures that you aware of what your dog is doing and if it does need to relieve itself, then you 

will see and can clean up after it. We have noticed incidents of dog mess on the communal paths 

recently and it is unsightly and can be hazardous for small children, of which I am sure you don’t 

need reminding. 

The Committee has also noticed that there are a number of sycamore tree seedlings growing on 

members plots. Unfortunately, they germinate very easily and quickly and before you know it, there 

can be a 3 or 4 foot tree growing in your plot. So please be vigilant and remove them as soon as you 



 
 
can. Apart from any other reason, we are actually banned from planting trees on the site! If you are 

not sure what a sycamore looks like, please ask any committee member and they will be happy to 

identify any on your plot. 

REMINDER 
Just in case you didn’t see the email or haven’t read the signs at the end of Stombers Lane, the 

access road to the allotments is being closed for a week from 23rd June. The actual piece of road they 

will be working on is almost right outside the main site entrance. We don’t believe there will be too 

much restrictions for pedestrians, however, it will be impossible to drive down the part of the 

roadway. The works may not take the whole week either, though that is not predictable.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this email and we look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible at the Open Day.  

Your Committee. 

 


